NHS Selection Process
· Juniors and seniors must first meet the academic requirement of a 3.2 cumulative GPA. 

· Students who meet the academic requirement are notified and attend a meeting to acquaint them with the selection process in September.
· Students who wish to present themselves for membership complete a Leadership and Service Form and Cover Letter.

· These documents are available on Harrison’s webpage in the National Honor Society portion of Clubs/Organizations or on the Google Classroom.  (The code to join is k8jnu.)
· Students print out and submit the Application Cover Letter and Application Form by hand on or before the established deadline.

· The NHS sponsors remove the Cover Letter, assigning the student and form a corresponding number.

· Numbering the forms assures the anonymity of the student and maintains the objectivity of the selection process.

· The five members of the Faculty Council review the Leadership and Service Application Forms independently then come together to vote.
·  At the same time, all faculty and staff members receive a character ballot and are asked to comment on the character of the students they know, following the guidelines set by the National Honor Society.

· Without knowing the student’s name the Faculty Council members vote yes or no as to whether the student has shown significant leadership and service to be a member of the National Honor Society.

· Faculty Council members also take into consideration citizenship and character.

· For a complete description of Leadership, Service, and Character requirements, open the National Honor Society Information document on the NHS portion of Harrison’s webpage.
· A simple majority determines selection. Leadership Service Forms which receive a 2-3 against are discussed separately and another vote is taken.

· All students receiving a majority of yes votes will be invited to join the Harrison Chapter of the National Honor Society. Students receive the official invitation through the mail.

· This is a summary of the selection process. A more detailed explanation is available the NHS section of Harrison’s webpage. Open the NHS Eligibility document.
Completing the Leadership and Service Application Form
· All forms must be typed.  No hand written applications will be accepted.  This maintains the anonymity of the application.  After completing the form, you will print it and take it to the appropriate sponsors for signatures.
· The Leadership and Service Application form is posted on the Harrison website and on the Google Classroom.  (The code to join is k8jnu.)

·  The form is a fill-able form which allows you to type directly on the form.  If you want the form emailed to you or a hard copy, see Mrs. Smith or email at andrea.smith@evsck12.com
· There are five parts to the Leadership and Service Application Form: 
· Citizenship Rating 

· Extra-curricular Activities 

· Leadership Positions 

· Community Activities 

· Work Experience
Citizenship Rating

· You must indicate if you have lost your citizenship rating any time over the past five semesters.

· If you have lost your citizenship, you have the opportunity to explain the circumstances.  We would encourage you to do so.

Extra-curricular Activities
· List all school activities that you have been involved with throughout your years at Harrison High School.  You are to list the activity and any accomplishments.  You must also have the sponsor sign the form to verify your membership.

· For example:


Key Club
9,10,11
Thanksgiving Baskets
G. Small
· Signatures must come from adult sponsors.

· If the sponsor is no longer here or if you have questions about obtaining a signature, see Mrs. Smith. 

· You are not to interrupt classes to obtain signatures. In many instances, the best time to locate a teacher is before or after school in his or her classroom.

· Do not wait until the last minute to get signatures.  

· This is an important component of the application.
Leadership

· List all of the leadership roles that you have performed either at school or in community activities.

· For example:


Key Club              11
Chaired Committee
    
 G. Small





for Thanksgiving Baskets


Church (Name) 9,10,11
Sunday School Teacher
Pastor


Class Officer
10, 11

Organize activities
         
Class Sponsor


Leadership Academy 11
· To maintain anonymity, do not specify the class office you hold – ie., Class President.  There is no distinction or weight given for holding a specific class office.

· Because this is a student led organization, leadership is an important component.

· Again, you need to obtain the appropriate signatures.

Community Activities
· List all activities that you have participated in within the community.

· For example:


Race for the Cure     11
       Raised money for              D. Brown





      
       breast cancer research


Church (Name)    9,10,11          Sunday School Teacher         Pastor

· You need to obtain the appropriate signatures.

· Because NHS is a service organization, this component is equally important.

Work Experience, Recognition, and Awards
· This is an opportunity to list other activities, honors, and recognition that are not otherwise asked for on the application. 

· No signatures are required for this page.

· This page is not an important component in the selection process.

· It allows you the opportunity to provide information that would give added insight to the committee members.

· However, if the entire page is left blank, it will not hurt the applicant in the selection process.
Frequently Asked Questions
Q:
Is there a quota on the number of students selected into National Honor 
Society?

A:
No.  If all students qualify, 
then all students will be invited into 
membership.

Q:
Is there an appeals process I can go through should I not be selected?

A:
No.  All decisions are final.  However, students are encouraged to reapply 
the following year.

NOTE:  It is advisable to have Mrs. Smith and Mrs. Klinghagen check your Leadership and Service form prior to the submission deadline.  The sponsors are more than willing to help students with their forms.
Q:
Am I required a certain number of activities in each component of the 
Leadership and Service form?

A:
No.  However, you do need to demonstrate activity in school, 
community and leadership.  Leaving an entire component blank is not very 
promising in terms of being selected for membership.

Q:
What are reasons for students not to be 
selected for membership into 
National Honor Society?

A:
This is a difficult one to answer sometimes. 
· 
Obviously, if the student does not demonstrate participation in school and 
community activities and leadership ability.

· 
Sometimes students are really active in school activities but not 
community activities; and visa versa, really involved in one community 
activities and not in any school activities.  Response from past Faculty 
Council members is this:  If you are so involved in one activity, what will 
you bring to NHS?  This is a student led organization and every one is 
valuable to the organization.  It gives the appearance that you do not have 
the time nor the interest to participate in the very service and leadership 
activities that form the foundation of NHS. 

· 
The NHS sponsor will be happy to go over the student’s Leadership and 
Service form to discuss possibilities for non-selection.  Just remember, 
Harrison’s NHS sponsors do not have a vote in the selection process.
FYI: (For Your Information)
· It is best that you keep a copy of your application for your own records.  A lot of the information that you are gathering will be helpful when you are completing college and scholarship applications.

· Applications that are evaluated by the Faculty Council are destroyed after the selection process is complete.

Due Date

October 10, 2018
3:00 p.m.

Mrs. Smith—Room 128D/E
No late applications will be accepted.  If you are sick that day, make sure someone brings your application prior to the deadline.

Plan ahead!!!  Don’t wait until the last minute.

